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Much of  Af ghani st an has t hi n,  i nf er t i l e mount ai n and deser t  soi l s ,  but  t he 
Nor t her n Pl ai ns r egi on has some of  t he best  agr i cul t ur al  l and i n Asi a.   
Af ghani st an has devel oped an economy based on subsi st ence- l evel  agr i cul t ur al  
pr oduct i on.   Cer eal  gr ai ns ar e gr own i n most  of  t he cul t i vat ed l and,  
i nc l udi ng wheat ,  cor n ( mai ze) ,  r i ce and bar l ey.   Ar i d r angel and and a smal l  
amount  of  good past ur e occupy near l y hal f  of  Af ghani st an' s l and ar ea.   Sheep 
and l ambs ar e t he most  i mpor t ant  l i vest ock.   Tr anspor t at i on i s  i nadequat el y 
devel oped,  and onl y about  t wo- f i f t hs of  t he r oad net wor k i s  paved.   The 
aver age l i f e expect ancy of  Af ghani st an' s popul at i on i s  about  46 year s,  one of  
t he wor l d' s l owest  f i gur es.    
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Conf essi on:   I  am Saddam and my l oud magi c l ect ur e.    I  t al k t o t hem about  
t he pl ot s I  wr ot e.  A Bl ues song about  t he whi sker s r ui ni ng my f i l m.   I  k i l l ed 
hi m.   I  k i l l ed k i l l ed k i l l ed.   I  t al k t o Dost oyevsky about  t he pi l l agi ng of  
Mot her  Russi a.   We al l  agr ee t her e' s not hi ng l i ke t he good ol d days of  t he 
Russi an Revol ut i on.   Dost oyevsky mar r i ed Saddam Hussei n because t hey got  i n a 
l ong ar gument . .   I  had t o t al k t o t he Doct or  and a bl ack l ady t ol d me i  was 
par ked i n t he wr ong pl ace.   Dost oyevsky t ol d me I  shoul d par k t her e.   The 
number  ei ght  i s  anger .   Four t een ei ght s i n t he Uni t ed St at es i s  bor i ng 
because al l  you do i s buy gr ocer i es t hough t hey mi ght  be magi c gr ocer i es.   
I t ’ s  not  r i ght  t o buy t hat  much gr ocer i es.   Ther e' s gr ocer i es i n t he wat er  
and t he bl ood.   Gr ocer i es i n t he t r ees.   Gr ocer i es i n t he bul l et s.   You have 
t o wor k f or  t he Doct or s al l  t he t i me i n t he Uni t ed St at es.   Gr ocer i es ar en' t  
doct or s.   I ' l l  t el l  my secr et :   Ther e' s no pl ace t o s i t  except  i n hel i copt er s 
because t hey st and t oo c l ose t oget her .   But  i t  i sn' t  t he hel i copt er s '  f aul t .   
I t ’ s  because Chi na has mor e peopl e t hat  i t  sends t o Et er nal  Ci t y and so i t  
eat s f l ower s.   Saddam Hussei n i s  t he new pr ophet  of  Di sneyl and.   He pr edi ct ed 
br own sky.   He my daddy.  
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     The expl osi on shook bui l di ngs t hr oughout  cent r al  Baghdad 
about  9: 15 a. m.  when a sui c i de bomber  det onat ed a car  packed wi t h 
1, 000 pounds of  expl osi ves.  The bomb ki l l ed f our  I r aqi  nat i onal  
guar dsmen and seven I r aqi  c i v i l i ans,  t he U. S.  mi l i t ar y sai d.  Many 
of  t he c i v i l i ans wer e wai t i ng i n l i ne t o appl y f or  j obs,  
pr esumabl y wi t h t he new I r aqi  gover nment  or  mul t i nat i onal  f or ces.  
     " We wer e t hr own on t he gr ound.  Then I  saw many dead peopl e 
on t he gr ound, "  sai d one wi t ness,  Al l a Hassan.  
     Bl ack and gr ay smoke bi l l owed f r om t he s i t e of  t he bl ast ,  
whi ch l ef t  a cr at er  t wo- yar ds wi de and one- yar d deep i n t he r oad.  
The char r ed r emai ns of  f i ve car s st ood by a pr ot ect i ve bl ast  wal l  
t hat  had been par t i al l y  dest r oyed.  Two ot her  t r ucks and a car  l ay 
smol der i ng near by.  Pol i ce car s and ambul ances r aced t o t he scene,  
and U. S.  hel i copt er s hover ed over head.  
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GAZA ( Reut er s)  -  Chi l dr en' s k i t es f l y i ng over  t he bust l i ng st r eet s 
made l i f e l ook nor mal  i n Gaza Ci t y on Sat ur day but  many peopl e f ear ed 
chaos was l oomi ng af t er  t he Pal est i ni an Aut hor i t y  decl ar ed a st at e of  
emer gency.  
A day af t er  k i dnapper s demandi ng ant i - cor r upt i on r ef or ms i n t he 
Pal est i ni an secur i t y  ser v i ces br i ef l y  hel d f our  Fr ench ai d wor ker s and 
t wo l ocal  of f i c i al s,  r esi dent s of  t he i mpover i shed t er r i t or y expr essed 
f or ebodi ng.   
Some sai d t hey f ear ed t he abduct i ons coul d set  of f  a t i de of  v i ol ence 
bet ween Pal est i ni ans i n Gaza,  wher e mi l i t ant  gr oups and t he secur i t y  
ser v i ces ar e vyi ng f or  posi t i on ahead of  a pl anned I sr ael i  pul l out  of  
sol di er s and set t l er s.   
" The peopl e who di d t hi s,  t hey can al so do mor e t han t hi s.  Maybe t hey 
wi l l  k i dnap or di nar y peopl e t oo, "  sai d Mer vat  Naj j ar ,  a sal eswoman at  a 
c l ot hi ng shop i n Gaza Ci t y ' s  mar ket  ar ea.   
" Ther e i s  no secur i t y , "  she sai d.  " I t  wi l l  not  get  bet t er .  We hope t he 
s i t uat i on coul d get  bet t er ,  but  we don' t  expect  i t . "   
Jaber  Wi shah,  deput y head of  t he ar ea' s Pal est i ni an Cent er  f or  Human 
Ri ght s,  sai d such f ear s wer e j ust i f i ed.   
" As l ong as t her e i s  no s i ncer e r espect  of  l aw,  no s i ncer e 
i mpl ement at i on of  l aw,  we can f eel  scar ed about  soci al  s t abi l i t y . "   
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Some Pal est i ni ans sai d t he pl et hor a of  di f f er ent  secur i t y  f or ces i n 
t i ny Gaza,  home t o 1. 3 mi l l i on Pal est i ni ans,  made t hem f eel  no saf er .   
" Never "  sai d gr ocer  Omar  al - Hel ou,  asked i f  he f el t  t he Pal est i ni an 
Aut hor i t y ' s  pr esence i n Gaza.   
Pr i me Mi ni st er  Ahmed Qur i e,  compl ai ni ng of  chaos i n Gaza,  submi t t ed hi s 
r esi gnat i on on Sat ur day and Hel ou sai d t hat  wi t hout  new l eader shi p " t he 
count r y wi l l  be f i l l ed wi t h dest r uct i on. "   



" I t  wi l l  be t he l aw of  t he j ungl e, "  he added.   
Pal est i ni an of f i c i al s have sai d const ant  I sr ael i  r ai ds and mi l i t ar y 
c l ampdowns have hi nder ed t he Pal est i ni an Aut hor i t y ' s  abi l i t y  t o make 
r ef or ms.   
Sever al  Pal est i ni ans quest i oned t he wi sdom of  mi l i t ant s who sei zed 
v i s i t i ng f or ei gner s wi del y seen i n Gaza as sympat het i c t o t hei r  cause.   
" Ki dnappi ng t he Fr ench,  what  wi l l  i t  do?"  asked t r ader  Munt her  
Zi nnedi n.  " Whose i nt er est s does i t  ser ve? What  i s  t he poi nt  ot her  t han 
spr eadi ng conf usi on?"   
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Pf c.  Ni col e M.  Fr ye 
19 Ar my Dead U. S.  Pf c.  Ni chol e M.  Fr ye was s l at ed t o l eave f or  
I r aq j ust  as her  mot her  was r ecover i ng f r om maj or  back sur ger y.  
Mot her  and daught er  wor ked at  t he same r est aur ant ,  Ni chol e as a 
wai t r ess and Li sa as a cook.  " I  t hi nk she had some f ear s of  goi ng 
over  t her e, "  sai d her  mot her ,  Li sa Fr ye.  " Act ual l y  she want ed t o 
t r y and st ay i n t he St at es because of  my heal t h. "  Ni chol e Fr ye,  
19,  di ed Feb.  16 i n Baqouba,  I r aq,  when an expl osi ve st r uck her  
convoy.  She gr ew up i n t he t i ny t own of  Lena,  Wi s. ,  wher e she was 
a f l ut i s t  i n her  hi gh school  band and a maj or et t e,  and had been 
i n I r aq onl y t wo weeks when she di ed.  An Ar my r eser vi st ,  Fr ye 
sent  her  f ami l y an e- mai l  expl ai ni ng some of  her  dut i es:  " She was 
del i ver i ng suppl i es l i ke wat er  and f ood and books t o t he k i ds, "  
her  mot her  sai d.  " She was r eal l y  f un,  a l ovi ng,  out goi ng per son, "  
her  mot her  sai d.  " She l oved t o hel p peopl e.  That ' s  par t  of  t he 
r eason she j oi ned t he Ar my. "    
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dr eam of  an under wor l d j our ney. . . I n t he f i f t h year  of  t he Si doni an empi r e,  at  
t he t i me of  t he war  bet ween t he Amor i t es and Sar gon t he Gr eat ,  a pl ague f r om 
heaven came on t he f our  wi nds on t he c i t i es of  t he whol e ear t h,  k i l l i ng al l  
t he t r ees of  ever y k i nd and pour i ng t he f oul ness of  manki nd i nt o al l  t he 
r i ver s so t hat  no one coul d escape or  f i nd peace f r om i t .   Dur i ng t hat  t i me,  
many abomi nat i ons wer e pr act i ced,  i nc l udi ng eat i ng human f l esh and pl under i ng 



t he t empl es.   A  r am wi t h t en hor ns r ul ed t he nat i ons,  doi ng what  he pl eased 
f or  seven weeks of  year s because t her e was no one t hat  coul d st and i n t he way 
of  hi s st r engt h.   The r am l i ved i n t he st r onghol d c i t y  of  Jar mo.   Hi s name 
was pr ophesi ed on anci ent  c l ay t abl et s i n t he gr eat  t ombs of  Egypt ,  i nscr i bed 
bef or e t he god Amon.   I n t hat  t i me t he sacr i f i ces t hat  wer e made def i l ed t he 
Hol y Land causi ng sor es t o f or m on i t  t hat  went  al l  t he way up t o heaven.   
Al so i n t hat  t i me i s r ecor ded t he deat h of  Queen Shubad.    
 
Af t er  t hat  t i me was f ul f i l l ed,  a k i ng ar ose f r om a f ar - away l and t hat  no one 
had ever  seen or  hear d of .   The k i ng’ s name i n spi r i t  was Al exander  t he 
Gr eat .   He was a war r i or  wi t h copper  ar mor  and wi t h a vast  ar my whi ch f ought  
wi t h a swor d t hat  had t he unusual  appear ance of  an ani mal .   On hi s f or ehead 
was wr i t t en a name unl i ke any ot her .   He wor shi pped a new god who suppor t ed 
hi s r i ght  ar m t hat  gai ned st r engt h as he f ought .   Al exander  l ai d wast e t he 
gr eat  c i t y ,  i n spi r i t  cal l ed Babyl on,  and r eest abl i shed t he t empl es 
t hr oughout  hi s domai n whi ch ext ended f r om t he Gr eat  Sea al l  t he way t o t he 
House of  Snow.   Al l  t he peopl e came t o wor shi p i n t he Templ e.   Al exander  
r ebui l t  t he gat es of  t he Hol y Ci t y,  bui l t  a l i br ar y and di d many ot her  t hi ngs 
l i ke t hat .   I n t he t went i et h year  of  Al exander ’ s r ei gn,  t he r i ver s wer e agai n 
c l ean and t he f i el ds agai n wer e abl e t o gr ow cr ops.   The pr osper i t y  of  
Al exander  cont i nues t o t hi s day. .   
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Pat  Ti l l man di ed i n mi l i t ar y act i on i n Af ghani st an on Fr i day,  Apr i l  23,  2004.   
Ti l l man had been a successf ul  pr of essi onal  at hl et e.   He was t he st ar t i ng 
def ensi ve saf et y f or  t he Ar i zona Car di nal s i n t he Nat i onal  Foot bal l  League.   
He had pl ayed f or  t he Car di nal s f our  seasons,  i n t he 2000 season set t i ng t he 
Car di nal  f r anchi se r ecor d f or  number  of  t ackl es.   He was 5'  11"  t al l  and 



wei ghed ar ound 200 pounds.   Accor di ng t o hi s agent ,  Ti l l man of t en put  ot her  
consi der at i ons ahead of  mat er i al  gai n.   He t ur ned down a l ar ge of f er  f r om 
anot her  t eam t o r emai n wi t h t he Car di nal s who have not  been doi ng wel l  i n 
r ecent  year s.   Af f ect ed by t he Sept ember  11,  2001 at t acks on New Yor k ' s Twi n 
Tower s,  Ti l l man deci ded t o f or go hi s $3. 6 mi l l i on sal ar y as a pr of essi onal  
f oot bal l  pl ayer  and j oi n t he ar my t o f i ght  i n t he Mi ddl e East  war  agai nst  
t hose r esponsi bl e f or  t he 9- 11 at t ack.   He became a member  of  t he el i t e Ar my 
Ranger s.    
 
The f i r ef i ght  i n whi ch Ti l l man was k i l l ed t ook pl ace j ust  af t er  dar k near  t he 
east er n bor der  of  Af ghani st an,  near  t he t own of  Sper ah,  some di st ance f r om 
t he base at  Khost .   Ki l l ed wi t h Ti l l man was an Af ghani st an mi l i t i aman.   
Ar i zona Senat or  John McCai n,  wel l  known as a mi l i t ar y vet er an and a P. O. W.  
dur i ng t he Vi et nam war .  i ssued a st at ement  mour ni ng t he l oss of  Ti l l man.   The 
Whi t e House al so i ssued a st at ement .   And many NFL pl ayer s t hat  knew hi m 
pr ai sed hi s cour age.   Ti l l man' s br ot her ,  Kevi n,  who had been a mi nor  l eague 
basebal l  pl ayer  and who j oi ned t he ar my wi t h Pat ,  was i n t he same uni t  and 
al so st at i oned i n Af ghani st an.   The uni t  was out  of  For t  Lewi s i n Washi ngt on 
st at e.   Ti l l man was bor n i n San Jose,  Cal i f or ni a.    
 
Ti l l man pl ayed col l egi at e f oot bal l  at  Ar i zona St at e Uni ver s i t y ,  wher e he 
gr aduat ed summa cum l aude i n Mar ket i ng.   Hi s number  42 f or  Ar i zona St at e and 
hi s number  40 f or  t he Car di nal s wi l l  be r et i r ed.   He was post humousl y awar ded 
t he Si l ver  St ar .  
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 � � �� � �
 � � �� 	 � � � � � �
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SUDAN -  Acr oss t he Red Sea f r om Saudi  Ar abi a,  i n nor t heast er n Af r i ca,  i n 
Sudan,  at t acks on r ef ugees seem t o have wor sened i n t he past  sever al  days.   
I t  seemed t hat  an agr eement  had been r eached bet ween out s i de humani t ar i an 
i nt er est s,  i nc l udi ng t he Uni t ed St at es,  and t he Sudanese gover nment  t o gi ve 
pr ot ect i on t o r ef ugees who have been br ut al l y  v i ct i mi zed by r ai der s cal l ed 
Janj aweed.   The at t acks have t aken pl ace west  of  t he Sudan capi t al  of  
Khar t oum i n a pr ovi nce cal l ed Dar f ur .   Hel i copt er s at t acked r ef ugee camps 
t oday.   Peopl e t r eat ed i n hospi t al s say t hey ar e bei ng beat en f or  t al k i ng t o 
f or ei gner s.   The deat h t ol l  i n t he Dar f ur  r egi on i s  l i s t ed at  50, 000.   The 
Sudanese gover nment  has pl ayed down t he v i ol ence,  sayi ng i t  i s  l i v i ng up t o 
i t s  pr omi ses t o pr ot ect  t he r ef ugees.   But  Uni t ed Nat i ons r epor t s t hat  t he 
s i t uat i on i s  an emer gency and t hat  t he Sudanese gover nment  i s  not  abi di ng by 
i t s  agr eement .   The wor l d communi t y has been consi der i ng sanct i ons agai nst  
Sudan.       
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