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Much of Afghani stan has thin, infertile nountain and desert soils, but the
Northern Pl ains regi on has sone of the best agricultural land in Asia.

Af ghani st an has devel oped an econony based on subsistence-level agricultura
production. Cereal grains are grown in nost of the cultivated |and,

i ncl udi ng wheat, corn (nmize), rice and barley. Arid rangeland and a snall
amount of good pasture occupy nearly half of Afghanistan's |and area. Sheep
and | anmbs are the nost inmportant |ivestock. Transportation is inadequately
devel oped, and only about two-fifths of the road network is paved. The
average |ife expectancy of Afghanistan's population is about 46 years, one of
the world's | owest figures.
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Confession: | am Saddam and ny | oud magic | ecture. | talk to them about
the plots | wote. A Blues song about the whiskers ruining ny film | killed
him | killed killed killed. | talk to Dostoyevsky about the pillaging of
Mot her Russia. W all agree there's nothing like the good old days of the
Russi an Revol ution. Dostoyevsky nmarried Saddam Hussei n because they got in a
long argunment.. | had to talk to the Doctor and a black lady told nme i was
parked in the wong place. Dostoyevsky told nme | should park there. The
nunber eight is anger. Fourteen eights in the United States is boring
because all you do is buy groceries though they m ght be nagic groceries.
It’s not right to buy that nuch groceries. There's groceries in the water
and the blood. Goceries in the trees. Goceries in the bullets. You have
to work for the Doctors all the tinme in the United States. Goceries aren't
doctors. |I'Il tell ny secret: There's no place to sit except in helicopters
because they stand too close together. But it isn't the helicopters' fault.
It’s because China has nore people that it sends to Eternal City and so it
eats flowers. Saddam Hussein is the new prophet of Disneyland. He predicted
brown sky. He ny daddy.

The expl osi on shook buil di ngs t hroughout central Baghdad
about 9:15 a.m when a suicide bonber detonated a car packed with
1, 000 pounds of explosives. The bonmb killed four Iraqi nationa
guardsnmen and seven lraqgi civilians, the U S mlitary said. Many
of the civilians were waiting in line to apply for jobs,
presunably with the new lIragi governnent or nultinational forces.

"W were thrown on the ground. Then | saw nany dead peopl e
on the ground," said one witness, Alla Hassan

Bl ack and gray snoke billowed fromthe site of the blast,
which left a crater two-yards wi de and one-yard deep in the road.
The charred renmains of five cars stood by a protective blast wall
that had been partially destroyed. Two other trucks and a car |ay
snol deri ng nearby. Police cars and anbul ances raced to the scene,
and U S. helicopters hovered overhead.
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GAZA (Reuters) - cChildren's kites flying over the bustling streets
made |ife ook normal in Gaza City on Saturday but many people feared
chaos was | oonming after the Pal estinian Authority declared a state of
emer gency.

A day after kidnappers demandi ng anti-corruption reforms in the

Pal estinian security services briefly held four French aid workers and
two local officials, residents of the inmpoverished territory expressed
f or ebodi ng.

Sone said they feared the abductions could set off a tide of violence
bet ween Pal estinians in Gaza, where mlitant groups and the security
services are vying for position ahead of a planned Israeli pullout of
sol diers and settlers.

"The people who did this, they can also do nore than this. Maybe they

wi || kidnap ordinary people too," said Mervat Najjar, a sal eswonan at a
clothing shop in Gaza City's market area.
"There is no security,"” she said. "It will not get better. W hope the

situation could get better, but we don't expect it."

Jaber W shah, deputy head of the area's Pal estinian Center for Human
Ri ghts, said such fears were justified.

"As long as there is no sincere respect of law, no sincere

i mpl enentation of law, we can feel scared about social stability."

SECURI TY FORCES BRI NG NO SAFETY

Sone Pal estinians said the plethora of different security forces in
tiny Gaza, home to 1.3 million Pal estinians, made them feel no safer
"Never" said grocer Qmar al-Helou, asked if he felt the Pal estinian

Aut hority's presence in Gaza.

Prime Mnister Ahmed Qurie, conplaining of chaos in Gaza, submitted his
resi gnati on on Saturday and Hel ou said that w thout new | eadership "the
country will be filled with destruction.”



"I't will be the law of the jungle,"” he added.

Pal estinian officials have said constant Israeli raids and mlitary

cl ampdowns have hindered the Pal estinian Authority's ability to nake
ref or ns.

Several Pal estinians questioned the wisdomof nilitants who seized
visiting foreigners widely seen in Gaza as synpathetic to their cause.
"Ki dnappi ng the French, what will it do?" asked trader Minther

Zi nnedin. "Whose interests does it serve? What is the point other than
spr eadi ng confusi on?"
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Pfc. Nicole M Frye

19 Arny Dead U S. Pfc. Nichole M Frye was slated to | eave for
Iraq just as her mother was recovering frommajor back surgery.
Mot her and daughter worked at the sane restaurant, Nichole as a
waitress and Lisa as a cook. "I think she had some fears of going
over there," said her nother, Lisa Frye. "Actually she wanted to
try and stay in the States because of my health." N chole Frye,
19, died Feb. 16 in Bagouba, Irag, when an expl osive struck her
convoy. She grew up in the tiny towmn of Lena, Ws., where she was
a flutist in her high school band and a majorette, and had been
in lrag only two weeks when she died. An Arny reservist, Frye
sent her famly an e-mail explaining sone of her duties: "She was
delivering supplies Iike water and food and books to the kids,"
her nmother said. "She was really fun, a |oving, outgoing person,"”
her nmother said. "She loved to hel p people. That's part of the
reason she joined the Arnmy."
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dream of an underworld journey...In the fifth year of the Sidonian enpire, at
the tine of the war between the Anorites and Sargon the Great, a plague from
heaven came on the four winds on the cities of the whole earth, killing al

the trees of every kind and pouring the foul ness of mankind into all the
rivers so that no one could escape or find peace fromit. During that tine,
many abomi nations were practiced, including eating human fl esh and plundering



the tenples. A ramwith ten horns ruled the nations, doing what he pleased
for seven weeks of years because there was no one that could stand in the way
of his strength. The ramlived in the stronghold city of Jarnb. Hi s nane
was prophesied on ancient clay tablets in the great tombs of Egypt, inscribed
before the god Aron. In that time the sacrifices that were nade defiled the
Holy Land causing sores to formon it that went all the way up to heaven.
Also in that tine is recorded the death of Queen Shubad.

After that tine was fulfilled, a king arose froma far-away |and that no one
had ever seen or heard of. The king’s nanme in spirit was Al exander the
Great. He was a warrior with copper arnmor and with a vast army which fought
with a sword that had the unusual appearance of an animal. On his forehead
was witten a nane unlike any other. He worshipped a new god who supported
his right armthat gained strength as he fought. Al exander laid waste the
great city, in spirit called Babylon, and reestablished the tenples

t hr oughout hi s domain which extended fromthe Geat Sea all the way to the
House of Snow. All the people came to worship in the Tenple. Al exander
rebuilt the gates of the Holy City, built a library and did many other things
like that. In the twentieth year of Alexander’s reign, the rivers were again
clean and the fields again were able to grow crops. The prosperity of

Al exander continues to this day..
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Pat Tillman died in mlitary action in Afghanistan on Friday, April 23, 2004.
Till man had been a successful professional athlete. He was the starting
defensi ve safety for the Arizona Cardinals in the National Football League.
He had played for the Cardinals four seasons, in the 2000 season setting the
Cardi nal franchise record for nunmber of tackles. He was 5 11" tall and



wei ghed around 200 pounds. According to his agent, Tillman often put other
consi derati ons ahead of material gain. He turned down a |arge offer from

another teamto remain with the Cardinals who have not been doing well in
recent years. Affected by the Septenber 11, 2001 attacks on New York's Twi n
Towers, Tillman decided to forgo his $3.6 mllion salary as a professiona

football player and join the arny to fight in the Mddl e East war agai nst
those responsible for the 9-11 attack. He becanme a nmenber of the elite Arny
Rangers.

The firefight in which Tillman was killed took place just after dark near the
eastern border of Afghanistan, near the town of Sperah, sonme distance from
the base at Khost. Killed with Tillman was an Af ghanistan militianman.
Arizona Senator John McCain, well known as a nilitary veteran and a P.O W
during the Vietnamwar. issued a statenent nourning the loss of Tillman. The
VWi te House al so issued a statenment. And nany NFL pl ayers that knew him

prai sed his courage. Tillnman's brother, Kevin, who had been a m nor |eague
basebal | player and who joined the army with Pat, was in the same unit and

al so stationed in Afghanistan. The unit was out of Fort Lewi s in WAshington
state. Tillman was born in San Jose, California.

Tillman played coll egiate football at Arizona State University, where he
graduat ed sunma cum | aude in Marketing. H's nunber 42 for Arizona State and
hi s number 40 for the Cardinals will be retired. He was posthunously awarded
the Silver Star.
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:SUDAN - Across the Red Sea from Saudi Arabia, in northeastern Africa, in
1Sudan, attacks on refugees seemto have worsened in the past several days.
:It seened that an agreenent had been reached between outside humanitarian
jinterests, including the United States, and the Sudanese government to give
Iprotection to refugees who have been brutally victim zed by raiders called
:Janjameed. The attacks have taken place west of the Sudan capital of
IKhartoumin a province called Darfur. Helicopters attacked refugee canps
today. People treated in hospitals say they are being beaten for talking to
iforeigners. The death toll in the Darfur region is |isted at 50,000. The
:Sudanese gover nment has played down the violence, saying it is living up to
1its promses to protect the refugees. But United Nations reports that the
:situation is an energency and that the Sudanese governnent is not abiding by
1its agreenent. The world conmunity has been considering sanctions agai nst
'Sudan.
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FOLLOWING RUMSFELD

skyhigh empress Theodora

covering uncomplaining seals

cloudy and formless granny dress
shrieking beneath seasonal
beginning-middle-end

inopportunely dropped into Baghdad

with the fanfare of a deceived mortar round
like a black cat crossing gaudy fields

like the last street bus in Fallujah



ghastly Basra and Ramadi

working on the Tarsus of it
cross-purposes making up for eye-of-death
blight of the olive harvest

priests with taxes floating down

if you work too hard nothing caves in
our pure cloven exile left untouched
overambitious airports of insufficiency
in whose hold of video junkies

the emerald of casualties

was placed for safe-keeping
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